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ANNU  AL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

19  7  3 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  I  .EMBERS  OF  THE  HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

L  rg  annual  .report  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Hlghwcrth  Rural  District  Council  for  1972  I  stated  that  it 
would  be  my  last  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to. 
tnis  Council  as  statistics  are  not  usually  available  until 
after  1st  April  when  Highworth  Rural  District  Council  and 
the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  no  longer 
exist. 

However,  a  request  has  recently  arrived  from  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  for  a  report.  It 
is  obvious  from  the  lack  of  all  the  usual  statistical 
information,  and  the  lack  of  staff  including  the  los3  of 
my  secretary  and  disruption  due  to  the  imminent  dissolution 
of  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council  and  the  transfer  of 
tli )  remnant  some  possibly  to  an  unknown  and  uncertain 
future  that  such  a  report  will  have  to  rest  mainly  on 
impression,  surmise  and  uncorrected  statistics. 

With  those  provisos,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the  District  for 
the  year  1973  which  is  definitely  and  positively  my  last  and 
final  annual  report  to  you  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

This  report  should  be  read  in  conduction  with  my  report 
for  the  year  1972.  It  is  brief.  Any  more  detail  would  be 
incorrect,  misleading  and  of  little  use. 

At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  still  not  yet  known  in 
what  capacity  that  I  shall  continue  my  association  with  you 
and  the  District. 

It  now  remains  for  me  to  again  thank  you  and  all  those 
with  whom  I  have  had  contact  for  the  support,  help  and  advice 
during  the  past  four  and  a  half  years  that  I  have  held  the 
office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Highworth  Rural 
District  Council  and  I  would  commend  to  you  Dr.  F.  D.  F.  Steede, 
the  first  District  Community  Physician  of  Swindon  Health  District 
who  I  know  will  be  a  proper  "Proper  Officer". 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (acres)  .. 

•  • 

47,811 

No.  of  Parishes  .. 

•  • 

14 

Total  No.  of  Houses  ..  , . 

*  • 

16,104 

No.  of  Council  dwellings  „. 

•  • 

2,652 

No.  of  ipplicants  for  Council  dwellings 

1,112 

Estimated  population  (Mid  June  1973) 

•  • 

49,430 

Rateable  Value  ..  0 , 

•  • 

£5,384,346 

Estimated  product  of  Penny  Rate 

•  t 

£53,900 

General  rate  in  the  Pound  c<> 

•  • 

38p 

The  following  birth  and  death  statistics  are  locally  compiled 
and  are  uncorrected  as  the  customary  vital  statistics  supplied  by 
the  Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys  are  not  yet 
available  and  should  therefore  be  treated  as  a  guide  and  should 
not  be  regarded  as  completely  accurate. 


Births  and  I) e a th s 


M 

F 

Total 

Live  Births 

299 

289 

588 

Still  Births 

8 

5 

13 

Deaths 

180 

171 

351 

-  1  - 


2 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Age  Groups  and  Quarters  of  the  Year 


Tuberculosis 


The  mobile  x-ray  unit  visits  the  area  once  a  week.  On  Monday 
.afternoons  at  1.45  it  is  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Oxford  Road, 
Stratton  Sx.  Margaret,  and  it  proceeds  to  the  Rural  District  Council 
car  park,  near  the  library,  Highworth,  at  2.30  p.m.  The  unit  also 
/isits  factories,  schools,  etc.  as  required. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service,  Reading,  for  the  following  figures  from  the  year 

1973: 


M 

F 

Total 

Number 

of  patients  referred  by  G.Ps: 

Highworth  . ,  • • 

51 

54 

105 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

92 

71 

163 

Number 

referred  to  Chest  Physician: 

Highworth  . .  . .  • • 

1 

1 

2 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  .« 

5 

5 

10 

Tuberculosis  (occasional  supervision) 

- 

1 

1 

IMMUNISATIONS 

I  a m  indebted  to  the  Acting  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  immunisation  figures  for  the  District: 

ulptheria.  Whooping  Cough.  Tetanus.  Measles  and  Poliomyeltis 


Children  born  in  years 

-1964 
-  68 

1958 
-  63 

Others 

Under 

16 

1973 

1972 

1971 

1970 

1969 

Primary 

immunisation 

completed 

during 

1973 

Diphtheria 

351 

00 

IT\ 

34 

6 

4 

9 

- 

- 

Wh.  Cough 

342 

455 

30 

4 

2 

-  , 

- 

— 

Tetanus 

351 

458 

34 

6 

4 

12 

28 

- 

Measles 

— 

697 

171 

38 

22 

17 

— 

- 

Polio. 

350 

455 

37 

6 

3 

6 

- 

— 

Reinforcing 

immunisation 

given  in 

1973 

Diphtheria 

- 

288 

463 

30 

375 

157 

.3 

- 

Wh.  Cough 

- 

266 

438 

11 

7 

1 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

— 

288 

463 

30 

375 

171 

77 

- 

Polio. 

- 

291 

457 

26 

378 

155 

13 

Small  •pox  * 


Months  Years 


Age  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

— 

6-9 

— 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5  -  14 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations 

3 

19 

55 

67 

136 

Re-vaccinations 

1 

113 

733 

*  N.B.  Vaccination  discontinued  as  a  routine  measure  in  early  childhood 
September  1971* 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AJ.EI-mi.SNT)  ACT.  1951 


During  the  period  under  review,  I  have  had  no  cause  to  take  action 
under  this  Act.  Although  from  time  to  time  this  question  is  raised  I 
will  not  consider  its  use  when  other  solutions  to  problems  can  be  found. 


SHORTENED  VERSION  OF  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  1973  SHOWING  CHANGES  SINCE  1972, 

OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  OFFICER. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Bishopstone  (b)  Foxhill  (in  the  Parish  of  Wanborough) . 

Public  rnains  supply  in  the  process  of  being  laid  and  will  be  completed 
early  197/*» 

No  other  significant  change. 


FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  SHOPS. 


No  significant  change. 
MILK  SUPPLIES. 


No  significant  change. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

South  Mar  ston 

-  * in  drainage  scheme  for  this  Parish  completed  and  drained  to 
Stratton  St.  Margaret  and  thence  to  Swindon  Borough  Council  Sewage  Works, 
Rcdbourne. 

No  other  significant  change. 

CARAVAN  SITES  &  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960. 

No  significant  change. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


None  in  the  District. 
PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


All  domestic  premises  now  on  a  plastic  sack  system  for  refuse  collection. 
This  has  proved  very  successful. 

PETROL  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928. 

No  significant  change. 

HOUSING. 

(a)  Improvement  Grants. 

The  number  of  standard  grants  completed  during  the  year  was  13  compared 
with  23  grants  completed  in  1972.  This  drop  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  increase 

in  the  number  of  discretionary  grants  completed  which  totalled  55  compared  with 

35  in  1972. 

(b)  Action  Taken  under  Housing  Acts. 

The  housing  conditions  in  the  District  continue  to  improve.  This  is 
due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  improvement  grants  completed  since 
i960,  these  now  totalling  903* 

One  house  was  demolished  during  the  year  following  statutory  action 
taken  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957» 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  196i 


r 


LIST  OF  FACTORIES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN 

9  7  3 


Bakers  and  Confectioners 

5 

Bathroom  fittings 

1 

Brewing  and  mineral  waters 

1 

Blacksmiths 

1 

Cabinet  making  and  carpentry 

3 

Carpet  and  mat  manufacturers 

1 

Concrete  and  concrete  block  manufacturers 

1 

Electronics 

3 

Engineers,  including  repairs  to  motor 

vehicles  and  motor  cycles 

^ 

34 

Export  packing 

1 

'•'ireplaces 

1 

Food  canning 

1 

'oiner  ,  wheel-wrights,  undertakers 

and  vood-workers 

7 

Knacker's  yard 

1 

Laundry 

1 

Metal  sorting 

2 

Motor  body  and  caravan  builders 

4 

Painting  and  phosphating 

2 

Plant  Hire  and  maintenance 

3 

Printers 

1 

Record  player  manufacturers 

1 

Sausage  manufacturers 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

3 

Wooden  box  manufacturers 

1 

Wine  and  spirit  bottling 

1 

Tyre  fitters 

2 

jWelding  fabrication 

1 

M. 

-  4  - 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


(a )  Registration  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

1 

25 

17 

Retail  shops 

11 

135 

104 

Wholesale  shops,  Ware¬ 
houses 

1 

15 

7 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

1 

20 

16 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

2 

1 

Totals 

14 

197 

145 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises 
under  the  Act  -  121 

(b)  Analysis  of  Contraventions, 

Number  of  Contraventions  found  - 


Cleanliness  6 

Overcrowding  =• 

Temperature 

Ventilation  - 

Lighting  - 

Sanitary  conveniences  1 

Washing  facilities 

Supply  of  drinking  water  1 

Clothing  accommodation  1 

Sitting  facilities  2 

Seats  (Sedentary  workers) 

Eating  facilities 

Floors,  passage  &  stairs  1 

Fencing  exposed  parts 

machinery  6 


Protection  of  young  persons 
from  dangerous  machinery 
Training  of  young  persons 
workinq  at  dangerous  machinery 
Prohibition  of  heavy  work  - 

First  Aid  4 

Hoists  and  lifts  1 

Total  -  23 


-  7  - 


(c )  Reported  Accidents 


Workplace 

Number 

Reported 

Total  Nc. 

Action  Recommended 

Fatal 

Non 

Fatal 

Investi¬ 

gated 

Pro section 

Formal 

warninq 

Informal 

advice 

Offices 

- 

2 

2 

- 

O 

tmt 

Retail  shops 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Wholesale  shops 

warehouses 

18 

8 

- 

2 

6 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  public,  canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

TOTALS  - 

- 

20 

10 

1 

- 

2 

8 

(d)  Analysis  of  reported  accidents 

Offices  Wholesale 

warehouses 


Transport  4 
Falls  of  persons  2  5 
Stepping  on  or  striking 

against  object  or  person  6 
Handling  goods  5 


-  8  - 


13.  RODENT  CONTROL 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

Type  of 

property 

Non-agr 

icultural 

Agricultural 

1972 

1973 

1972 

1973 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  the 

district  ...  ... 

15,530 

16,089 

556 

556 

2.  (a)  Number  of  properties 

inspected  following  notification 

217 

278 

21 

9 

(b)  Number  infested  by:- 

(i)  rats  ... 

114 

171 

19 

6 

(ii)  mice  ... 

74 

97 

2 

3 

3*  (a)  Number  of  properties 

inspected  for  reasons  other  than 

notification 

16 

2 

(b)  Number  infested  bys- 

(i)  Rats 

11 

Nil 

(ii)  Mice 

_ 

Nil 

Nil 

Sewer  Treatment. 


During  the  year  Highworth,  Castle  Eaton  and  Bishopstone  sewer  systems  were 
baited  and  of  these  only  Highworth  was  found  to  be  infested;  this  was  soon  cleared. 


Pests 

Number  of 

infestations 

Wasps 

61 

Fleas 

30 

Ants 

11 

Cockroaches 

7 

Carpet  Beetle 

7 

Cluster  fly 

5 

Clovermite 

2 

Bird  Lice 

2 

Flour  Mite 

1 

Plaster  Beetle 

1 

Silverf ish 

1 

During  the  year  there  was  an  abnormal  number  of  infestations  of  fleas; 
these  were  all  animal  fleas  and  it  has  been  shown  to  be  a  national  problem. 


